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Come on now, boys
Dont stand there
blockin' the‘oor
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LL honors for long distance commer-
A clal flying are accorded by awvlation
cireles in Europe to the De Havi-

land-9 for d successful tour of twelve Euro-
pean countries in three weeks without
wecldent. Pllot Alan J. Cobham has just
given his report after travelllng 4,600 miles
sinee August 25, In sixteen flying days he
averaged ninety miles an hour and thres
hours a day without a single forced landing

and erossed some of the most treacherous
terraln In Europe,

In Norway he had to watch his water for
fear It would freesge, and ten days later, near
Vienna, the atmosphere was so light with
heat that he had to walt untll late after-
nopn before he could get off the ground.
The ship he brought back was the same he
started with exoept a new wheel réplaced
after a tire blowout and a new tail skid,
mada necessary by excessive wear on the
o®ginul skid. The most serious trouble he
had was a sllght oll leak, which disturbed
the ignition, but not seriously enough to
interrupt the journey,

Purpese of Flight Was
To Map Commercial Ways

nothing In the annals of elvl
aviation to compare with -this treip. The
idea was to map out courses and mark
aerodromes for commercial alr routes, hut
=ame cplendld records were established in
the performance. For instance, in the next
to the last leg of the Journey Cobham fow
from Nimes, France, to Pagls in one hop, &
dlgtanee of 720 kllometers, which was cov-
cred In 4 hours and 40 minutes,  French
officiale at the Nime= field told him he could
not do it, and It had not been done before,

With Cobhham were two passengers, Harey
Fox, manuger of the Alr Express Company's
hranch in Parle, and Lucien Sharpe of Provi-
dence, B, 1, formerly u member of the firm
of I-rr-\\n & Bharpe of that city. Fox, 8
keen Hitle Englisbman, who has been biasz-
ng commerelal routes for two years, planned
Ly 11';1- to hroaden the scope of hls com-
pany's work, arfd went along to prove to
hims=eilf that fAving wns & =afe.and oom-
paratively ecanomieal means of rapld trans-
portation. Sharpe s now a resident of Parls
wid an enthusinst of avigtton. According to
I"ox, tiying is Bharpo's hobby, and he anever
misses an opportunity to take an Interesting
ivlp, Mo went as a passenger for his own
nlraxure

Bharpe's presence in the plane caused
mueh amusing, speculation in varMous coun-
iries, particularly Germany, on his identity.
Fox sald the American kept quiet through
modesty and tried to. avold publiefty, In
Herlin Sharpe was thought te be J. Por-
pont Morgan, and after that everywhera the
plane stopped attempts were made to ldentify
Sharpe as Margun I"ox helleves that the
nistuke orfginally occurred when Sharpe re-
eeived through a Berlin bank o big check
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Twelve European Countries Visited in'Sixteen Flying Days and Average Speed of Ninety
Miles an Hour Maintained by Pilot- and Two Passengers,
One of Them “The Mysterious American”

from his bankers in Paris, the Morgan-
Hgrjes Company. This made certain Ger-
man fMnanclers suspleloug that Sharpe was
on a Mg financial deal and travelling by
plane th make better thime. But Fox ridi-
culed any mystery about his passenger, say-
ing he had known the American for some
months and that he had very little thne
during the journey to transact [mportant
business,

Cobham is an Engllsh pilot with o good
war record. He took an ordinary DH-90
with a Siddley-Puma 240 horse-power engine
and a four blade propeller. This, he thinks,
Is .4 better “prop" than the two blade for
fiying under the conditlons he expected to
meet. For the comfort of the passengers
during the long Journey the plane was
equipped with a mufMing exhaust, which ran
the. whole length of the fuselage. In [Maris
Cobham pleked up Fox and 8harpe, the lat-

ter oceupying the seat in front of the pilot's
cockpit and Fox sitting behind, They first
flew to Brussels and them went on to Am-
sterdam, where they spent the flrst night.
IFrom there thelr itinerary was: Hremen,

Hamburg, Copenhagen, Stockholm, Orebro,
Christiania, back to Copenhagen, Berlin,
Warsaw, Prague, Vienna, Klagenfurt, Venlee,

Brascia, Milan and, passing over Genoa and
Nice, Nlmes, Parls and London. Cobham re-
turned In excellent condition, and &t the
aerodrome to-day he was studying maps to
start within two d13% for Madrid 'to deliver
a DH to a Bpanish firm,

The original plan was to visit Budapest
and Constantinople also, but trouble on the
Austrign frontler forfted a change in the
route,

During all this flying Cobham made only
ine  unscheduled  landing, That was in
Sweden, when he ran into a hailstorm and

landed for half an hour to let the storm
pass.

From a commerciael point of view the
Journey was, according to Fox, a great sue-
cess beoause he says |t has put his company
in a position to take orders to convey pas-
eengers by aly to any capital in Burope out-
sige Russin, He was also able to make some
ateresting observations on civil flylng in
other countries, 3

“Of all the counjries we visited,". he said,
“Germany was by far the most advanced in
commercial flylng wund the most enthu-
swmstie about it. Although they are operating
under the annoying condition of dilapidated
planes, they are dolng s#dmirably well, and
1 found them most anxlous to coaperate with
ue In lnking up alr routes. We plan regular
trips to Berlin and Warsanw, with German
Enmpﬁl‘liim tiking over passengers nt thea
Frenche or Duteh frontler and vice versa.

1 am convinced this will work out admirably
and we will be able to insure fast service at
reasonable rates,

“In the spring we plan o open o service
Letween London and Constuntinople—a two
days' service, with only one stop, and that
at Vienna. Within the next few months
commercial flying will aecomplish such mar-
vels of quick transportation in Europe that
the travelling public will be astonished,

“Of course, the Duteh are doing big things
along these lines, The Swedes and Norwe-
glans are also golng ahead rapldly, Tae
alrplune, howeyer, s not practical in Sweden
Lecause there ave so few possible landing
places. The Bwedes are, therefors, develop-
ing the seaplane. With thelr coast line and
their numerous 'akeg comfortably scattered
the seaplane |s safer for commercinl work
than the alrplane.

"Thn only distouraging capital we visited

~ Columbia Linguist Now in Diplomatic Post

Y the appeintment of Prof. John
Dyneley Prince, professor of Slavonie
languages at Columbin University, as

the new United States Minlster 1o Denmark,
President Harding Is following out the policy
established by him einee taking office with
regard to the forcign service, namely, that
diplomatie posts should be occupled only by
those especially qualified to deal with great
Internationnl fssues through familiacity with
the charncteristica and, If possible, the lan-
guage of the country to which they
heen asulum-:l.'

Prof. Prince e more than ordinacily well
equipped for bls task of representing this
country at the Danlgh court, for he not
only speaks the Heandinavian lnngunges per-
fectly but, possessed as he s of nearly every
tongue spoken abroad, ha will find good use
for his knowledge In a country as closely in
touch with sontinental Earope as Denmark.
It s stlll fresh in mind how Copenhagen
foeused ull Buropsan happenings during the
great war. During the present reconstruc-
tlon perlod the Danish capltal plays a no
lean important role as a cefitre for Informa-
tiom,

"I am espeacially pleased with my appoint-
ment to Deamark” Prof. Prince sald In
discussing the new labors before him, “ns
I have had a lifelong lova for the Seandi-
navian North. Their languages, the general
tona of these sturdy nations towarvd world
politics, as woll as their internal affairs, have
nlways appealed to me strongly,

I have n special sentimental reasun for

have

being glad that | am to be sent th Denmark,
a% part of my n'-\mfum‘.\- orlginally came to
America from thay parl of England settled

by King Canute's Danes. In fact, my very
name ‘Dyneley’ meansg ‘Danelaw,' a name
glven to these séttlements by the early
HEnglish,

Much to Learn There, He Says,
And Will Study Early History

“I am thercfore going to Denmark with
the hope of learning much of that country’s
early history and anclent inseriptions. 1
ghall hope to make friends at once with
the authoritics on this sublect In the ni-
versity of Copenhagen, with which Columbia
University has h.lsl the friendliest u‘l.utluup
for many years"

It may be stajed thal. graduated from
Columbla University in 1855, I'rof. Prince
spont his last two years in the college as an
ardant student of the Scandinavian lnnguagos
and lteratures under the late Prof. Hjnlmar
Hiorth Boyesen, a distingolshed authority,
who not only won fame as an expositor of
Scandinavian culture In Amerien but ulseo
as n Norwegian ltternteur of note,

Diréctly followihg his  graduation Prof,
Prince went as assistant to Dr, John P,
I*uters, director of the Unlversity of Pean-
sylvania's expedition to southern Babylonia
tn oxcavate for Babylonian antiguities, Dur-
ing this perind he acquired the Turkish and
Bulgarian languages, and while on the ex-
pedition was glven charge of the party's
wroop of twenty-five Turlkish envalry which
puarded the carnvan ncross Lhe desert Trom
AMeppo to Hagdad

in |irlr|' o specinlize n Semidtle lnnevuosos

\

he went to the University of Berlin in 1888,
where be spent two semesters under the
tutelage of Profs, Sachiu and Schrader, He
then became a student at Johns Hopking
University under Prof. Paul Haupt, where
in 1882 he took the degree of doctor of
philosophy, after haviag been o follow, Prof.
Prince was appointed professor of Semitic
langunges at New York [Tniversity in
1808, which post he held until 1002, after
having heen dean of the gradunte scheol for
flve years during this period.

Prof. Prince was then called to Columbia
University as professor of S8emitly Innguages
in eooperntion with Prof. Richard Gotthell
During this teaure of office in Columbia he
apecialized In cunelform, and he has pub-
lished many artieles on the Sumerian lan-
guage problem, the pro-Semitie Idiom of the
Buphrates Valley, and ane book on this sub-
joet, "Muterialsa for o Somerian Lexicon,"
which has attracted attpotion throughout
the world of Oriental scholars, He also pub-

lished his “Commentary on the Book of
Dantel,” which disousses at length the Baby-
londan  connectlon of the Biblies) prophet

Dinnlel,

extended and  intimate ac-
Amerienn  polltieal - affalrs
hias acquired nlso a

Through his
analntance with
Prof. Prince naturally
congidernble knowledge of intesnationnl hap-
poninge. While professor at Coliumbia he
wae tlectod on the Republican ticket to the
New Jeraey State Assembly in 1906, and In
107 war Advisory Commissioner to the New
Jorsey Crime Commission, 1008 _he was
veclected 1o the Assembly, of which body
Rpenker In 1908, and he was
1o the New Jersey Senmte n the
e you here he sat a8 Sepntor Top e

he becnmi
clectd

sale county through 1913, He was clected
president of the New Jersey Senate in the
latter yenr and gerved most of that year as
Acting Qovernor of New Jersey during the
absence of Gov, Wilsan on his Presidential
ampaign. During all this pertod Pro¥. Prince
as able to continue his work at Columbla
without a break. ’

Founded Slavonic Department
At Columbia University in 191§

In 1015, at the soggestion of  Prosident
Nicholas Murrny Butler, Tvof, Prinoe re-
wmgned as professor of Bemitle languages
end founded the Blavonle departmont at Co-
lumbin under the title of professor of Bla-
vonle lIanguages. From a small olass of some
half a dogen students In  Russian, Prof.
trince has suocceded in broadening this
work so as to Include not merely the Ruse
slan Innguage and Uterature but also Polish
Caech, Blovak, Herb and, this lnte year, Bul-
garian, with on average envolment of from
200 to 300 students, There are now =ix spe-
clalized assistanis in this work under Prof,
Prince, headed by Dr, Clarence A. Manning,
who will take charge of the department dur-
ing the abeence of its head. The Slavonle
departmant has for the last two years also
administored courses in Chinese and Japa-
dese, pending the orgunization of this work
nte separate departments,

During his entire carcer Prof, Prince has
mnde his recreation the study of the eastern
Algonguka Indian languages, especinlly the
Pagsamaguoddy -Mallclte of Maine and New
NMrunswiek, Canadn, where he hasg  spont
many nummo-rn. He hns published in this

fiold many articles as well as a gErammar
and fexte of the

Prissnmnguoddy  (ribe,

was Warsaw, The Poles are doing nothing
to advance commercial flying and their
gpirit Is hopeless. We do not expect any
kelpful cooperation from Poland.

‘“The Austrians g keen, but they are
hopelessly handicipped, because they have
no planes and cannot bulld them under the
termsa of the treaty, They are keeping up
a8 best they ecan their old military aero-
dromes, and they were very glad to sfe us
In fact, we were heartlly welcomed every-
where except in Poland. The Germansg and
Austrians treated us most courteously, and
we were immensely bucked up by thelr ve-
ceptions, The Itallang are also, of course,
keen about commercial flying, But [taly
offers w problem because of e mountalnous
country, T belieyve that in Italy we will
have to map our routes along the condt line.
These will not be the most direct routes,
but they will be safer.”

Cobham sald his worsc “hop” was {rom
Austria to Venlee, The clouds were low
over the Alps, and he was forced to descend
and travel for several miles through a val-
ley, with eliffe rlsing on either side. He sald
he 4id not have room te turn around and
there wans no place to land. “It was a bit
uneamfartahle for a time" he gald, "“but we
earried on and finally got out.,"

From Stockholm to Orebro the trio had
a pleasant experience with an Hnglish pro-
moter numed Capt, Saunders. Some months
previously Capt. Saunders had settled ai
Orehro with an Avry and bullt his own aeto-
drome there, He had hoped to promote eivil
fiying In the nelghborhood, When he heard
the DH-9 wus passing through he wired Fox
and extended an invitation to visit him st
Orebro. Fox and Cobham were anxlous to
gee thelr countryman, but were in doubt
about finding the fleld. when out of the
eclouds nhead of them came an Avry, and
Capt. Baunders eseorted them back to hike
home. They remadned over night, and sthe
next day the Captain accompanied them
along thelr route for several miles,

Trip of Three Weeks
Cost Less Than by Rail

Fox wis pleased with an inoident that
hnpponed between Milan and Nimes, His
wife amnd ehlidren were stopping In  the
mountalne vonre the Italinn  frontier, and
from the alr the Ayvers spetted the house
and came so low thiat Fox dropped a letter
to his wife teling her that they were sue-
cowsfully concluding thelr journey. When
le arvived In Paris the nest day he found
u telegram wilting for him from his wile
gaying she had found the letter and eon-
gratulating him.

Fox estimialed the pvost of the entire trip
at about £700 and pointed out that It ecould
not have been done by teain a8 oheaply as
thut. Hessnld they travelled ax rapldly as
posgible, but did net sacrifice thelr combort.
He gays he ls now prepared to book alr
trips at o few hours® notlee for any peint
In Burope for one, two or three prssengars
at a rate of €0 an hour—a Nying hour., This
puts eommercinl avidtion in Hurope o »
new hasie, It becomes nn established busl-
news venture,
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Distance Commercial F lying Record Made By British {



